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concerned religion and worship or administration and policy.
Cicero (Pro Flacco, 28) describes a demonstration organized by
the Jews of Rome and of a political character.1
 (3)	The government of the community, in the strict sense
of the word, was in the hands of a Council (gerousia), whose
members were called the Elders (gerontes or presbyteroi) and the
president   the   Gerousiarch   (yGQovmctQz&v,    or    ey.iardrr^   r&v
nalaicDv,   or   ^ocrraT^g).    We do not   know what conditions
were attached to the tenure of these offices.   Age was not
enough, and the term Elder was, of course, no more to be taken
literally than is the French Senator.    Sometimes, it represents
a title conferred by way of honour upon a distinguished member
of the community, even upon a woman.2    It was the business
of the  gerousia to  look after the  general  interests  of the
community.
 (4)	Strictly administrative duties were entrusted to another
Council consisting of several members, called Archontes, and
sometimes even to a single person called an Archon.    These
officials were elected by the community, usually for a year, but
sometimes for life,  and were chosen in the gerousia, whose
executive officers they became.   Along with them we find a
General Secretary, or Registrar, the Grammateus.   The archon-
ship was a coveted distinction, and it, too, was sometimes
conferred as a title of honour in recognition of benefactions.
(5)	There was also, apparently, a kind of committee com-
posed of influential persons who were regarded as the protectors
and benefactors of the community—patres el matres synagogae,
but we do not know what it did or how it was elected.
In large cities, where the Jews were numerous and lived in
different quarters, their union into a single body might present
difficulties, and the local authorities, becoming uneasy, may
have endeavoured more or less to obstruct it.3 In such cases,
the Jews formed themselves into what may be described as
parishes, each preserving in miniature the organization described
above, but subjected to a central gerousia which exercised
authority over them all and maintained their unity. Even in
Rome, as we know from epigraphic evidence, there existed a
kind of General President of the whole community called the
Exarch, while, according to Acts xxviii. 17, when Paul arrived
1	Further examples will be found in XLVII, i, 440, n. 6.
2	XLVII, i, 441, n. 8.
3	Schurer stresses this aspect of the problem.    C/. XLVII, i, 420, n. 4 ;
DACL, s.v. Monteverde, col. 2565, on the synagogues of Rome : seven are
quoted from the cemetery of Monteverde, and three from that of Vigna
Randanini.

